
President’s Report for the 

Sunshine Coast Festival of the
Performing Arts

2025 Festival
SCFPA lives, works and performs on the traditional, ancestral, and unceded territory of the

Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish) and Shíshálh (Sechelt) First Nations.



President’s 
Report By Sarah Lowis

• Hybrid Festival (virtual & in person), April 8 
to 25

• 49 indiv. performers + 19 ensembles (incl. 
duet), excl. Dance

• 121 performances (same-class 
performances count as one), excl. Dance

• 7 Disciplines

• 7 Adjudicators

• 42 Awards (excl. Dance)

• 10 Provincial participants (5 competitors, 3 
alternatives and 2 merited)

• 15 Sponsors, 5 Grant Sponsors & 9 Donors

• 3 Grants applied and 3 received 
(BC Community Gaming Grant $3,200 in support of SCFPA IDEA Program to assist 
with staff and other essential costs.  District of Sechelt Multi-Year Grant (2024 to 
2026).

• 4 Coast Reporter Articles

• Highlights Concert, May 10



Community Outreach



Adjudicators



Strategic Priorities

1. Promoting inclusion, diversity, equity and accessibility (IDEA)

2. Growing community engagement and awareness alongside 
performer participation

3. Supporting and strengthening organizational and financial capacity



Shout out to the Board of Directors – Thank you!

President & Treasurer  Sarah Lowis

Vice President   Gaylin Webber

Secretary    Michael Gurney

Director    David Poon

Director    Onalee Groves

Director    Sandi McGinnis

Director    Serena Eades

Director    Simon Gidora



Shout out to our Synergy Coordinators – Thank you!

Awards    David Poon
Finance    Sarah Lowis, David Poon & Gaylin Webber
Grants     Serena Eades, Onalee Groves, Sarah Lowis
Live Streaming & MC  Michael Gurney
Logistics & Marketing  Michael Gurney
Photography & Media Relations Michael Gurney
Registrar    David Poon
Sponsorship    Onalee Groves, Sarah Lowis
Volunteer    Gaylin Webber
Website & Graphic Design  Edmund Arceo



Shout out to our Discipline Coordinators – Thank you!

Bowed Strings   Serena Eades, Simon Gidora

Band & Percussion   Janice Brunson

Dance  (CDF)    Christina Darwin

Folk Instrumental   Michelle Bruce

Piano     Anneka Bonser

Speech & Dramatic Arts  Sandi McGinnis

Voice & Choir   Sara Douglas

Woodwinds & Brass  Janice Brunson



Shout out to our Volunteers – Thank you!

Ardith Beynon   Barbara Holt

Carolyn Mitchell   Gord Beynon

Heidi Kurz   Ingrid Bilton

Cassandra Lai   Janey Marshall   

Joanne Pegusch   Judy Crowhurst   

Kathy Taylor   Louise Herle   

Mary Davis   Michele Stobie 

Michelle Bruce   Penny Dunford 

Rod Olafson   Sandi McGinnis   

Cassidy Weiler 

Gaylin  Webber – Volunteer Coordinator

  



Shout out to our Sponsors and Donors – Thank you!



• Hybrid (In Person & Virtual)

• April 7 to 24, St Hilda’s & Chatelech High School

• 8 Disciplines

• Saturday, May 9, Highlights Concert, 2pm, Heritage Playhouse

• Open to amateur performers of all and ages and abilities

• Visit www.coastfestival.com

2026 Festival Details



2026 Festival Discipline Coordinators

Bowed Strings   Simon Gidora

Band & Percussion   Janice Brunson

Dance     Cassandra Lai

Folk Instrumental   Michelle Bruce

Piano     To be confirmed

Speech & Dramatic Arts  Sandi McGinnis

Voice & Choir   Sara Douglas

Woodwinds & Brass  Janice Brunson



Call for Volunteers. We need you!
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